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This inductive step in their research made for a more complex, but also conceptually richer, picture of the impact 
of arrest on domestic violence. The researchers seemed to have come closer to understanding how to inhibit domestic 
violence. But they cautioned us that their initial question—the research problem—was still not completely answered. 
Employment status and marital status do not solely measure the strength of social attachments; they are also related 
to how much people earn and the social standing of victims in court. So maybe social ties are not really what make 
arrest an effective deterrent to domestic violence. The real deterrent may be cost-benefit calculations (“If I have a 
higher income, jail is more costly for me”) or perceptions about the actions of authorities (“If I am a married woman, 
judges will treat my complaint more seriously”). Additional research was needed (Berk et al., 1992).

Phase 3: Deductive Research

What other factors may explain the discrepancy in the findings? In 1997, Paternoster et al. reexamined data from one 
of the replication sites in Milwaukee to test hypotheses derived from yet another theory, procedural justice theory. As 
explained earlier in this chapter, procedural justice theory predicts that people will comply with the law out of a sense 
of duty and obligation if they are treated fairly by legal authorities. In the Milwaukee sample, arrest had a criminogenic 
effect: Those who were arrested were subsequently more likely to abuse their spouses than those who were simply 
warned. Paternoster et al. thought that this effect might have been due to the way subjects were treated when they were 
arrested rather than simply to the fact that they were arrested. One of their hypotheses spells out the reasoning:

Exhibit 2.7 The Research Spiral: Domestic Violence Experiment
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